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Supreme Court to Hear Case on Right to Carry Concealed Guns for Self-Defense

Review of New York restrictions on carry rights will be first major Second Amendment case before the court since 2010

The Supreme Court agreed Monday to review a New York state law that limits carrying concealed firearms outside
the home, the first major Second Amendment case it has heard since 2010 and one that could lead to a loosening of gun
laws nationwide.
The court first recognized a right to keep handguns in the home in a 2008 case and extended that ruling nationwide in 2010. Since then the court has declined to consider how far Second Amendment rights extend outside the home,
even as most state and local gun regulations were upheld by lower courts.
The case accepted Monday will put the spotlight on the three justices appointed by former President Donald
Trump, all of whom received vigorous backing from gun organizations such as the National Rifle Association. As appeals
-court judges, Justices Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett adopted Second Amendment approaches that generally
point to looser constitutional limits on weapons possession.
Last year, Justice Neil Gorsuch joined two long-serving justices, Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito, in dissenting
from dismissal as moot of a different gun case after New York City and state officials repealed challenged regulations
that restricted gun owners from taking their weapons outside city limits. The dissent suggested that authorities had rescinded the laws at the last minute to avoid a likely loss at the Supreme Court, and argued that the case should be decided in favor of the gun owners, who it said could be entitled to damages or attorneys’ fees from taxpayers.
Chief Justice John Roberts joined the majorities that extended gun rights in 2008 and 2010 but has written little
on the Second Amendment himself.
New York law provides for different categories of gun licenses, including premises licenses that allow weapons to
be held at a specific location. To carry a concealed weapon elsewhere, an applicant must demonstrate “proper cause,”
which gun advocates say the state defines too restrictively. New York doesn’t allow open carrying of weapons.
The plaintiffs, which include gun owners who were denied carry permits and the National Rifle Association’s New
York affiliate, argue that the individual right the court found in the Second Amendment entitles them to take weapons
with them for self-defense.
The court slightly narrowed the question presented in the lawsuit, saying it would address whether the state’s denial of the plaintiffs’ “applications for concealed-carry licenses for self-defense violated the Second Amendment.” The
plaintiffs had asked for a broader pronouncement, beyond their own circumstances, to encompass “whether the Second
Amendment allows the government to prohibit ordinary law-abiding citizens from carrying handguns outside the home
for self-defense.”
The case, New York State Rifle & Pistol Association Inc. v. Corlett, will be scheduled for argument in the court’s
next term, which begins Oct. 4.
About a half-dozen states have similar laws authorizing authorities to issue carry licenses when applicants show
good cause, said Joseph Blocher, a law professor at Duke University and co-director of the Duke Center for Firearms
Law.
'To Bear Arms' Is Not a Right, Says Ninth Circuit
The court contradicts the Second Amendment and itself in a bizarre anti-gun ruling.
"A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed." —Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
"There is no right to carry arms openly in public; nor is any such right within the scope of the Second Amendment." —Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
Who are you going to believe, the Founders who wrote the Second Amendment or the lying despots seated on the Ninth
Circuit? The 7-4 en banc majority of the Ninth Circuit is apparently of the leftist school of thought that insists the Second
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COMING EVENTS

...dedicated to the restoration of the inalienable
right to keep and bear arms as guaranteed by
the 2nd Amendment

Events may be cancelled at last
minute due to Covid Restrictions.

•••

WMSA

The Alliance is a regionally-based, grass-roots organization
that seeks to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Counter the designs of malicious legislators.
Confront the media’s twisted portrayals of gun rights issues.
Politicize and activate gun owners in defense of their rights.
Acquaint the public with the true nature of the Second Amendment.
Network with other pro-gun groups to coordinate local, state and
national strategies.
6. Train people in basic firearm safety and handgun defense.
7. Sponsor and support pro-gun legislation
8. Make politicians aware that gun owners are awakening from their
accustomed apathy and
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"I may not agree with what you say, but to the death I will defend your right to say it." —Voltaire
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Imagine this onerous restriction in light of any other constitutional right. "Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech [in the home]." Or even of faux constitutional rights like abortion or marriage. You can have
an abortion, so long as the doctor comes to your home. You can marry a same-sex partner, but it doesn't count once
you leave your house.
The absurdity is self-evident. Yet that's what passes for leftist logic when it comes to guns.
Moreover, the offending judges reach around the Constitution by appealing to 150-year-old Hawaii law. "In order
to reach their conclusions," notes gun writer Cam Edwards, "the judges in the majority decided that laws in place in
Hawaii before it ever became a state take precedence over the clear and unambiguous language of the Second Amendment, which declares that the right of the people to both keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. According to the
Ninth Circuit, those 'longstanding traditions' in Hawaii law matter more than the Constitution itself."
That's to say nothing of King Edward I, whom the judges also cite in going all the way back to English law in the
Middle Ages. Didn't we fight a war of independence from England in which the first shots were fired over an attempt at
gun confiscation? Yes, yes we did.
This bizarre ruling also flies in the face not only of the Ninth Circuit's own previous jurisprudence but of the Supreme Court's important rulings in Heller and McDonald. Unfortunately, Heller largely focused on confirming that the
Second Amendment is an individual right, while McDonald held that the Second Amendment is "incorporated" against
the states. That narrow focus left the question of bearing arms outside the home a glaring example of the Supreme
Court's dereliction on the Second Amendment.
Perhaps that will change now that the Ninth Circuit has somewhat contradicted itself, as well as two other circuit
courts. Three years ago, the Ninth struck down Hawaii's "may issue" gun-permit regime. In Young v. Hawaii, Judge
Diarmuid O'Scannlain, who dissented in this week's case, wrote, "The Second Amendment does protect a right to carry
a firearm in public for self-defense."
The current majority nevertheless pointed to a 2016 ruling in which it "held that individuals do not have a Second Amendment right to carry concealed weapons in public." Yet that ruling was itself an en banc decision overturning
a previous ruling to the contrary.
The court, as O'Scannlain put it in his dissent, "has decided that the Second Amendment does not mean what it
says."
Obviously, it's time for the Supreme Court to provide some clarity on an amendment that is abundantly clear to
originalists but has been treated as a second-class right.
Dems Push Fix for Nonexistent Gun 'Loophole'
Democrats have a long history of creating "problems" where none exist in order to justify their call for greater
government regulation of Americans' freedoms. And one of their favorite targets is the Second Amendment, which today's Democrats view as an embarrassing relic of a bygone era that they would sooner eradicate if given the chance. So,
in lieu of the politically impossible — repealing the Second Amendment — Democrats tout the need for greater gun
control under the guise of "ending gun violence."
Therefore, it came as no surprise when House Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-SC) introduced "The Enhanced
Background Check Act," which he touted as needed to close the so-call "Charleston Loophole." What is this "Charleston
Loophole"? Well, it's not a "loophole" in a legal sense at all, rather it's an attempt to frame human error as a fatal flaw
in the nation's background-check system.
As David Harsanyi observes, "No ambiguity or inadequacy exists in the law simply because a mistake has undermined it. The FBI is empowered to retrieve a gun after it notices an error was made. If it fails to follow up, that's a lawenforcement problem." Which was what happened in the Dylann Roof case, when the FBI alerted local authorities who
then failed to respond.
Clyburn's bill would extend the current three-day time allowed for the completion of a firearms sale background
check out to 10 days, needlessly delaying a law-abiding citizen from exercising their Second Amendment rights. In fact,
the FBI has become ever-more efficient in processing background checks. Harsanyi further notes, "The National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) processed more background checks this year than any year in history
— and it wasn't even close. The FBI doesn't need ten days to run those checks, and it didn't need ten days in 2015, either. Rather, it needed states and localities to enter criminal-possession charges into its system."
Fortunately, Clyburn's bill is unlikely to pass the Senate, should it even get through the House. But this is all
about the Democrats attempting to move the "common sense" concept of gun control further in the direction of compromising Americans' 2A liberties.
"Before a standing army can rule, the people must be disarmed; as they are in almost every kingdom of Europe.
The supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by the sword; because the whole body of the people are
armed, and constitute a force superior to any band of regular troops that can be, on any pretense, raised in the United
States."
—Noah Webster, 1787

"The greatest good we can do our country is to heal its party divisions and make them one people." —Thomas Jefferson
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LIBERTY NOTES
By Kevin L. Jamison

It is a Good Day for Liberty.
I hate these masks. After a year dealing with them I still forget to put one on when I leave the car and have to go
back for one. They fog my glasses and interfere with breathing. People who are supposed to know such things say they
are good for me. If they provide some remote chance of avoiding death by covid I will play along. When it is over we
should have a mask burning party. Public burning is illegal in the city. Perhaps we should take them to the range and
shoot them; that would be fun. Of course, there may be another plague coming just behind this one and we shall need
them again.
Let us pencil in a mask shooting party for September. They keep moving the date this virus will be over. That
gives us time to amass ammunition.
As of this writing the Supreme Court of the US has not taken a Second Amendment case. There are some possibilities before it. Recently the Court has refused to take a case involving life-time gun bans for non-violent crimes.
There remains the New York City case involving the right to carry. The Court has neither accepted nor rejected it. It
may be waiting for a “better” case or companion cases on the same issue.
An elderly Asian-American woman was attacked on a New York City street in broad daylight before witnesses.
The thug, twice the woman’s size was shouting that she did not belong here. The witnesses did nothing. Two witnesses
were doormen. They have been fired. The Mayor has implored his citizens to go to the aid of persons who are attacked.
He has no intention of allowing them to have guns in order to do so.
I remember in 1964 Kitty Genovese was repeatedly stabbed over 35 minutes. Her killer walked away from the
scene, then returned and continued the assault. Thirty-eight witnesses heard her screams and saw the stabbings. No
one called the police for 35 minutes. The police found her still alive, but she died at the hospital. If someone had called
earlier, if someone had intervened, she might have lived. It was a great scandal at the time. There were TV shows on
the case. No one learned. I remember reading a study that gun owners are more willing to go to a stranger’s aid. Of
course, in some cases we have the means to do so. Good for us. It would be helpful if the usual suspects did not keep
denouncing us as inbred, hillbilly psychopathic killers.
I end these notes with a quote from the “Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure” movies. The title characters travel
through time telling various figures to “Be excellent to each other.” Some of these figures react badly to this advice. I
still think it is excellent advice.
I had a firefighter in one of my classes. He advised keeping interior doors shut. He had seen many fires that had
been stopped at a closed door long enough for the professionals to put it out. This could work for self-defense as well.
If the home invader defeats the locked front door, bypasses the alarm, gets past the dog, and navigates the stairs, avoiding the toys the kids leave scattered about no matter how often you tell them not to, the creak of the bedroom door may
provide just enough warning to get your master-blaster into play. I’m told that throwing a cat at the intruder has some
value; how much I do not know.
Many persons used their stimulus check to buy guns and ammunition. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my grandchildren and great-grandchildren for my stimulus check. They will be paying for it.
A man on the radio said that he would not get a covid shot because there is a 99% survival rate for covid. I take a
different view. If I can get a 1% chance of NOT dying, I will take it. I’ve had my second covid shot and am now marginally more socially acceptable. I was given a card that shows I’ve had my shots. This got me thinking about proposed
“covid passports.” If it helps me get on a plane to attend the NRA convention, or into some mass gathering I see where
this might be helpful. When they start talking about denying the right to travel without such a card I draw the line.
Congresswoman Maxine Waters told demonstrators to get “more confrontational” with police if the officer is not
convicted of first degree murder in the death of George Floyd. The officer is not charged with first degree murder, but
that is only the first problem. The congresswoman demanded police protection to speak to the demonstrators. Whatever her skills might be a keen grasp of irony is not one of them. She gave this advice the same weekend that National
Guardsmen tasked with keeping order were shot at. The trial judge rebuked her for her comment, but she is unapologetic. The jury cannot be oblivious to the security preparations and vocal threat of riots. Nearly seventy years ago Dr.
LIBERTY (Continued on page 5)

"Let justice be done though the heavens should fall." —John Adams
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Sam Sheppard was convicted of killing his wife in a trial that was so notorious as a media circus that the Supreme
Court ruled that he had not received a fair trial. On re-trial he was found not guilty. After the congresswoman put her
knee on the scales of justice, Mr. Chauvin was found guilty. She is joined in placing her knee on the scales of justice by
President Biden and Black Lives Matter leadership who threatened violence. The BLM leadership continues to threaten that African Americans are not heard and will not get their way unless they commit violence on persons who have
done nothing to them. I fear that it will be harder to get a fair trial for people in the future.
It is suggested that we post “No Covid” signs to prohibit the virus from entry.
Video of the shooting of Daunte Wright by a police officer has drawn some attention. The officer went to assist
another officer who was having trouble handcuffing Mr. Wright. She told Mr. Wright she would taser him, then said
“taser, taser taser.” However she was holding her pistol and shot him. Some have examined the video and posted suspicions. They find it impossible to believe that an experienced officer could mistake a Glock for her taser. They are
different weight and color and worn on opposite sides of the body. This can be explained. Under stress subtle differences are not noticed. The officer was not looking at the weapon in her hand; she was looking at Mr. Wright and trying
to avoid aiming at her partner. When the brain tells the hand “draw” it does what it has done thousands of times, it
draws a pistol. The Force Science Institute has done a study and found this has happened about twelve times in the
last twenty years. Of some concern is what the video does not show. The officer says “taser” three times, but the sound
is muffled. This could be accounted for by the microphone being covered but smaller sounds are clearly heard. What
is not heard is a gunshot. A 9mm shot at close range should have been heard even if the microphone was covered. The
video does not show recoil and does not show the slide coming back. At least one commentator finds this as evidence
of a fake video and therefore a conspiracy. I cannot visualize a reason to fake the video but it clearly calls for answers.
Mr. Wright is dead and I assume that an autopsy will find that a bullet killed him. How all this happened remains to
be seen. I’m a lawyer. I like to see evidence. Criminal charges have been filed. Since it is a cross racial shooting it will
be a struggle to get the officer a fair trial.
The Missouri Valley Arms Collector gunshow will be 24-25 July, 2021 at KCI. This is the largest show in our area and always has unusual items for display and sale.
President Biden says that no part of the Bill of Rights is absolute. That part of the Constitution being the supreme law of the land escapes him.
In the words of two great time travelers, “Be excellent to each other!”
We shall overcome.

NEW McLAUGHLIN POLL SHOWS MAJORITY SUPPORT FOR 2A, FOCUS ON CURRENT LAWS
A new survey by McLaughlin & Associates, a nationally-recognized polling firm based in Blauvelt, N.Y., shows
overwhelming public support for the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms, and a clear majority belief that
more gun control laws would not have prevented recent mass shootings in Georgia and Colorado.
According to Alan Gottlieb, founder and executive vice president of the Second Amendment Foundation, the
new McLaughlin data shows how out-of-touch extremist gun control proponents are with public sentiment on gun
rights and how to address violent crime. The survey may be read here.
“Based on these survey results, anti-gunners, including Joe Biden, should cool their zeal for passing new legislation,” Gottlieb observed. “Over 72 percent of Americans support the right to keep and bear arms. Over 73 percent agree
the Second Amendment is one of our most important and cherished rights protected by the U.S. Constitution. And
more than 58 percent say they are likely to support a candidate for Congress who supports the right to keep and bear
arms.”
The McLaughlin survey revealed that 52.2 percent of the public thinks better enforcement of existing gun laws is
the right approach to reducing violent crime, and 55.5 percent want politicians to focus on current laws rather than
enact more laws (36.1%). Importantly, 58.1 percent of Americans believe any proposed firearm policies should be debated and enacted through a democratic process, while only 31 percent think the president should enact policy by executive order.
They also believe by a margin of 44.9 percent to 37.6 percent that more gun control laws would not have stopped
recent mass shooting tragedies, while 17.5 percent aren’t sure.
SAF commissioned the survey. McLaughlin & Associates conducted the poll among 1,000 likely voters across the
country April 8-13. It has a +/- 3.1 percentage point sampling error with a 95% level of confidence, according to Jim
McLaughlin.
McLaughlin told SAF, “This survey shows clearly that Americans cherish their Second Amendment right. It’s
obvious. Anybody who tells you Americans don’t believe in the Second Amendment doesn’t know what they’re talking
about. It’s also clear they do not want Joe Biden deciding gun policy on his own, but instead want this issue debated
through the democratic process.”
“As we’ve been saying for years,” Gottlieb observed, “gun control extremists have been completely wrong in their
desire erase the Second Amendment and turn a right to bear arms into a heavily-regulated privilege. That notion
doesn’t even square with non-gun owners, as the McLaughlin survey results confirm.
“Americans are protective of their constitutional rights,” Gottlieb said, “and we will use these poll results to fight the
attacks on gun owners happening right now on Capitol Hill and in the Oval Office.”
"Dear cancel culture, Aim higher, go for the IRS." —Kevin Sorbo
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There is a bill in Congress to legalize suppressors. There is also a bill to completely ban them, no license, none at
all. One of them has a chance in the current Congress. A rabid anti-gun activist has been appointed to head the ATF.
A good 50% of Congress is against us. The President is actively against us saying that no part of the bill of rights is absolute. He seems to have forgotten that the Constitution is the supreme law of the land. The usual suspects are active
and vocal.
There is push back from our side. The NRA has spent $2 million on an advertising campaign to support our
rights. The Second Amendment Foundation is doing the same. These advertisements are aimed at certain battleground states. We are not likely to see them here. They are designed to affect Congressmen in states who will pass
laws affecting us here. There are eight million brand new guns owners. They just need a little convincing to vote in
their new special interest. More of our people are becoming involved. Despite the NRA’s troubles more and more are
joining, and Second Amendment Foundation and GOA; and local gun rights groups.
There are lawsuits contesting various gun laws. Hawaii essentially bans carrying firearms outside the home or
business. If Magnum PI were real the star could not carry a gun in any of the dramatic episodes. The lawsuit over this
practice has failed in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. But that is the 9th Circuit; the most overruled circuit in America.
This is one of the cases that may be headed for the Supreme Court. The New York City case over its ban on transporting guns away from your home is still pending. The Supremes have neither accepted nor rejected it. I am not conversant about the mysteries of Supreme Court decisions but the Court holding on to this case for so long must mean something.
These lawsuits are not cheap. The NRA-ILA and the Second Amendment Foundation are raising money for the
effort. Put a little aside for the effort; your grandchildren will appreciate it.
The Missouri legislature is on our side, as is the governor. It has been like pushing a wet rope uphill to get a law
passed, but anti-gun laws do not even get a hearing. The big city newspapers and mayors are against us. There are
grassroots groups against us. They trot out the same nonsense from the usual national suspects, but the newspapers
quote them as if they are reliable sources.
Ammunition is out of stock and we have been constrained in our actions by the virus. We have survived worse.
The next two to four years will be hard but we shall overcome.
ILL. JUDGE RULES FOID CARD REQUIREMENT
UNCONSTITUTIONAL FOR GUNS IN HOME
An Illinois Circuit Court Judge in White County has ruled the requirement for possessing a Firearm Owner’s
Identification Card to possess a gun in the home is unconstitutional under the Second Amendment.
The case is known as Illinois v. Vivian Claudine Brown. Her case is supported by the Second Amendment Foundation
and Illinois State Rifle Association. According to Brown’s attorney, David Sigale of Wheaton, Ill., this is the second time
a judge has declared the FOID Card Act unconstitutional, dismissing the charges against Brown, who had a bolt-action
rifle in her home, but did not possess an FOID card.
“The FOID Card requirement in order to exercise the constitutionally enumerated right to keep and bear arms
under the Second Amendment clearly goes too far in this case,” said SAF founder and Executive Vice President Alan M.
Gottlieb. As White County Circuit Judge T. Scott Webb notes in his ruling, ‘It simply cannot be the case that a citizen
must pay a fee in order to exercise a core individual Second Amendment right within their own home.’ For too long,
Illinois has been treating this right like a regulated government privilege and that needs to stop.”
In his ruling, Judge Webb observed, “If the right to bear arms and self-defense are truly core rights, there should
be no burden on the citizenry to enjoy those rights, especially within the confines and privacy of their own homes.”
This second ruling on FOID card constitutionality could clear a direct path back to the Illinois State Supreme
Court, Gottlieb and attorney Sigale agree.
“The idea that an Illinois resident doesn’t enjoy Second Amendment rights until he or she pays a $10 fee for a
FOID card is outrageous,” Gottlieb said. “Nowhere should such a mandate be allowed to stand.”

"They define a republic to be a government of laws, and not of men." —John Adams
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Bill Filed to Protect Second Amendment in Emergencies

Recently, House Speaker Pro-Tem John Wiemann introduced House Bill 1068, to ensure Second Amendment
rights remain protected during states of emergencies. Please contact your state representative and ask them to
SUPPORT HB 1068.
House Bill 1068 designates firearm businesses as “essential” and prohibits the state, government officials and
agencies, or local governments from prohibiting, restricting, or reducing their operations during declared states of emergencies or disasters.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, many anti-gun officials around the country, at both state and local levels of government, took the opportunity to unilaterally suspend Second Amendment rights by shutting down gun stores and ranges. Unfortunately, this coincided with many Americans trying to exercise their Second Amendment rights for the first
time during those times of uncertainty, and resulted in them being unable to access arms, ammunition, or proper training. HB 1068 protects the exercise of a constitutional right from such politically motivated attacks and ensures that citizens have those rights when they need them most.
Again, please contact your state representative and ask them to SUPPORT HB 1068.

HB 52 and SB 255 Status
HB 52 -- FIREARMS ON PUBLIC TRANSIT (Schnelting) COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: Standing Committee on General
Laws Currently, it is a crime to board a bus with a dangerous or deadly weapon or carry such a weapon in a terminal. This bill allows a concealed carry permit holder to lawfully carry firearms on public transportation, as defined in the bill. Anyone with a permit
may also carry a firearm while traveling by bus. A person with or without a permit may transport a firearm in a non-functioning state
by bus if ammunition is not available. This bill does not apply to property of Amtrak or any partnership in which Amtrak engages.
This bill is the same as HB 51 (2020 1st Extraordinary Session)
HB 52 has passed the House and sent to the Senate. SB 225 is the Senate version of the bill and is in committee.
Please contact your State Senator and urge them to vote to approve this bill.

"In the '70s and '80s, many of these guns were as available as they are now, but we weren't having these mass
shootings that we have today. So I think we need to really ask ourselves the question of what has socially brought us to
this point in history, and what have we done, and what can we do differently to change society. That's certainly a question that needs to be continued to [be] ask[ed], because I don't know that taking everyone's guns, and buying everybody's guns back, is going to cure the national massacres that we've had in recent history."
—Democrat Rep. Vicente González
"We shall soon be in a world in which a man may be howled down for saying that two and two make four, in which
people will persecute the heresy of calling a triangle a three-sided figure, and hang a man for maddening a mob with the
news that grass is green."
—G.K. Chesterton
"Stay informed — because stupid people are ruining America. God blessed me with a voice and a big mouth and I’m
going to use it to try to wake people up and convert some of the stupid people.”
—Herman Cain
The 36 States That Honor Missouri’s
Concealed Handgun License
Alabama
Colorado
Idaho
Kentucky
Mississippi
New Hampshire
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Virginia
Updated 04/30/21

Alaska
Delaware
Indiana
Louisiana
Missouri
North Carolina
Pennsylvania
Texas
West Virginia

Arizona
Florida
Iowa
Maine
Montana
North Dakota
South Carolina
Utah
Wisconsin

Arkansas
Georgia
Kansas
Michigan
Nebraska
Ohio
South Dakota
Vermont
Wyoming

"Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect every one who approaches that jewel." —Patrick Henry
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The Free and Fearless 20: Permitless Carry Wave Sweeps the Nation

Gun control advocates seem conflicted recently about how to mischaracterize the NRA. Does it still exercise “undue influence,” or is it now “on the ropes” with the ascendance of anti-gun politicians controlling the White
House and both chambers of Congress?
Whatever they try to tell you, the numbers don’t lie. The strength of our pro-gun advocacy efforts and the peoples’ support for the right to keep and bear arms is unmistakably reflected in a wave of permitless carry legislation making its way across the country. Twenty states have now enacted these laws, with four joining the list in this year alone.
Permitless carry simply means that a state recognizes the right of individuals who obtain a firearm lawfully and
who are not legally barred from possessing or carrying it to conceal it on or about their persons wherever firearms are
not prohibited by public authority or private property owners.
The concept is the natural progression of how states have implemented the right to bear arms throughout the nation’s history.
In the early days of the Republic, unlicensed open carry was the norm for exercising this right. The assumption
was that a person who was willing to openly display arms had nothing to hide regarding the person’s character or intentions. To the degree states regulated the public carrying of guns at all, it was typically to prohibit their concealment,
which was considered indicative of ill intent, insofar as it allowed the individual the element of surprise in deploying the
weapon. Today, 30 states, to varying degrees, recognize the right to openly carry a handgun in public places without a
license or permit.
As the American population became more concentrated and urbanized, open carrying of handguns became culturally less common and normative. The contributions of Prohibition to organized and interstate crime during the 1920s
and ‘30s were leveraged into gun control efforts at the federal and state levels. Congress passed the National Firearms
Act in 1934, and various states adopted a form of a Uniform Firearms Code that imposed additional restrictions on firearm commerce and possession. Some jurisdictions eventually began issuing concealed carry licenses or permits, although their availability varied widely between and sometimes even within states.
By 1986, considered a pivot point in Americas embrace of concealed carry, half the states in the U.S. allowed for
the issuance of concealed carry permits on a discretionary or “may-issue” basis. This meant that issuing authorities
could determine on a case-by-case basis whether applicants were of sufficient “character” or had sufficient “need” to be
issued a permit. Meanwhile, eight states made such permits available on a “shall-issue” basis, or as a matter of right to
any applicant who satisfied essentially objective eligibility criteria established by law.
At that time, only within Vermont could Americans carry a concealed handgun in public without first obtaining
permission from authorities, a legacy cemented by a 1903 state supreme court decision interpreting Vermont’s constitutional right to arms. Vermont, of course, has always had an enviably low rate of violent crime compared to most other
U.S. states.
The year 1986, however, saw the populous state of Florida enact its own “shall-issue” law for the issuance of a
concealed carry license. Opponents of the law howled that the “Gunshine State” would descend into “Wild West” anarchy with “blood in the streets.”
That proved to be wrong, and over the next three decades “shall-issue” concealed carry became the U.S. standard,
with 42 states and the District of Columbia now having essentially adopted this practice. The overall trendline in violent
crime, meanwhile, decreased throughout most of this period, (although recent years have seen spikes in firearm-related
homicides, albeit in mostly anti-gun urban centers where firearms remain heavily regulated).
America’s experience has proven that public policy recognizing the right of law-abiding people to lawfully carry
concealed handguns for self-protection is not antithetical to public safety. For the individual, moreover, it provides lifesaving potential in the event of an unexpected emergency. Simply put, lives have been saved by the practice. Estimates
put the current number of concealed carry permit holders in the U.S. at some 20 million.
As this phenomenon was unfolding, pro-gun advocates increasingly looked to Vermont as the future of the trends
that were already underway. It has always been clear that criminals who carry guns for nefarious purposes do so in disregard of the laws. Why, then, disadvantage the law-abiding in comparison with fees, bureaucracy, and waiting periods
that – however narrowly tailored -- could still only provide roadblocks to exercising their own right to carry? And if a
state already allowed for unlicensed open carry, why not allow for the same persons simply to cover up their guns, more
in keeping with modern sensibilities.
Alaska was the first in the modern era to put this thinking into practice by deregulating the concealed carry of
handguns for those 21 years of age and older and not otherwise prohibited from firearm acquisition and possession in
2003.
Arizona followed suit in 2010.
Wyoming then recognized permitless carry for state residents in 2011.
Arkansas took the next step in 2013, although it took five more years before a state appellate court resolved ongoing confusion about the law and confirmed that it did not generally prohibit carrying a concealed handgun for lawful
purposes.
The dam then began to break in 2015, as Kansas, Maine, and Mississippi passed their own versions of permitless
carry.
Idaho and West Virginia joined the parade in 2016.
FEARLESS (Continued on page 9)

"It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from those who have refused to do justice." —Thomas Paine
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FEARLESS (Continued from page 8)

The year 2017 saw huge progress with Missouri, New Hampshire, and North Dakota coming on board with their
own newly-enacted laws.
The trend was solidified in 2019, with Kentucky, Oklahoma, and South Dakota adopting permitless carry, and
Idaho making amendments to its earlier law.
Idaho furthered expanded permitless carry within the state in 2020.
2021, however, has proven a watershed year for permitless carry. Iowa, Montana, Tennessee, and Utah will by
mid-summer all recognize the right to carry a concealed handgun without a permit statewide. Wyoming has additionally expanded the coverage of its law to non-residents, effective July 1.
Permitless carry has now become the benchmark for a state to be recognized as serious about respect for the right
to keep and bear arms. As each jurisdiction successfully implements the concept, it becomes easier for the next pro-gun
jurisdiction to follow the example.
Texas, will you be next?

Montana Governor Signs Bill Nullifying Gun Restrictions

Gov. Greg Gianforte on Friday signed a bill that prohibits state and local law enforcement in Montana from enforcing federal bans on firearms, ammunition and magazines.
Supporters of the law have said it would protect the Second Amendment from stiffer gun control laws that could
come from federal legislation or executive orders by President Joe Biden in the wake of several mass shootings that
took place this year, including a shooting last week that killed eight people in Indianapolis.
Opponents of the bill have said it would make it difficult for local law enforcement to collaborate with federal authorities on issues beyond gun access when such collaboration is essential to protect public safety, including in cases of
domestic violence and drug offences.
Montana law would prohibit law enforcement officials and other state employees from enforcing, implementing
or spending state funds to uphold federal bans on particular kinds of firearms, ammunition and magazines.
Biden announced this month several executive actions to address gun violence, including a move to crack down
on “ghost guns,” homemade firearms that lack serial numbers used to trace them and are often purchased without a
background check. The U.S. Justice Department has not yet announced its new rules regarding ghost guns, which are
expected to be released in the coming weeks.
The President has also called for a ban on assault weapons, but such legislation will likely face an uphill climb.
Montana is one of at least a dozen states that have sought to nullify new gun restrictions this year. The state’s Republican-controlled Legislature has attempted to pass similar measures into law for almost a decade. Such bills were
vetoed by former Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock in 2013, 2015 and 2017.
In Arkansas, Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson vetoed a similar measure Friday, saying it would jeopardize law
enforcement and the public. A similar measure was signed into law earlier this month in Arizona.
Gianforte, a Republican, said in announcing his decision to sign the bill that it would protect Second Amendment
rights in the state. Earlier this year he signed into law a bill that relaxes gun restrictions in Montana, allowing concealed
firearms to be carried in most places without a permit and expanding the list of places where guns can be carried to include university campuses and the state Capitol.

"Love your neighbor as yourself and your country more than yourself." —Thomas Jefferson
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OLD WEST DRAWING
We will have a limited number of raffle tickets (1,000). We will not mail tickets to
members to sell. Tickets will be available at all General meetings and at events where WMSA
has a table. Additionally, to build our treasury for the coming year, this year’s raffle is aimed
towards gaining more WMSA members.
The tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. As an added incentive, bring in a new member at
a General Membership Meeting and get a free raffle ticket. Any current member who brings
in a new WMSA member gets a free raffle ticket for each new member added to our rolls.
Bring your prospective new member to a General membership meeting and when the
new member completes the membership application and pays their dues, you are handed a
ticket, no charge! The drawing will be in July 2022, either at the Missouri Valley Arms
Collector Show or the WMSA General Membership Meeting.

Go recruit new members, get a free ticket for every member and exhaust our limited number of tickets.

Tickets can also be obtained via mail by sending a check to the
WMSA, P.O. Box 11144, Kansas City, MO 64119.

If you win, what will you get? You get more than just the rifle.

Henry Lever Action .22 caliber Rifle AND a Ruger
Wrangler .22 caliber revolver plus hard carry case.

Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20
Come to our next General meeting and buy your tickets!
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WESTERN MISSOURI SHOOTERS ALLIANCE
The Alliance is a regionally-based, grass-roots organization that seeks to;
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Counter the designs of malicious legislators.
Confront the media’s twisted portrayals of gun rights issues.
Politicize and activate gun owners in defense of their rights.
Acquaint the public with the true nature of the Second Amendment.
Network with other pro-gun groups to coordinate local, state and national strategies.
Train people in basic firearm safety and handgun defense.
Sponsor and support pro-gun legislation.
Make politicians aware that gun owners are awakening from their accustomed apathy and

WILL TOLERATE NO FURTHER EROSION OF THEIR FREEDOMS!

Date: _____/_____/_____

Name: ______________________________

Mail to:
Western Missouri Shooters Alliance
P.O. Box 11144
Kansas City, MO 64119

Address:_____________________________
City:________________________________

Hotline (877) 333-WMSA
www.wmsa.net
County: ___________________

State:________ Zip:___________
Occupation: __________________________
Home Phone: (____) ____-_________
E-Mail _________________________

Cell Phone: (____) ____-________
NRA member? ____

Registered Voter? ____

Check membership type:
___ Annual
$30

___ Senior (65+)
$20

___ Associate
$15 (spouse, no newsletter)

___ 3 Year Annual
$87

___ 3 Year Senior
$57 (65+)

___ 3 Year Associate
$28 (spouse, no newsletter)

___ Sponsor
$100 (4 business card

__ Sponsor
$250 (12 business card

ads per year.)

ads per year.)

Dedicated to the restoration of the inalienable right to keep and bear arms as guaranteed by the Second Amendment
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...dedicated to the restoration of the inalienable right to
keep and bear arms as guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment
*REMINDER* Next General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 7:00 PM
Meeting located at Bass Pro Conservation Room, Independence, MO

CONTACT INFORMATION - Let them know what you think!
Missouri State Senate
Greg Razer—D -Dist 7
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 330
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573)751-6607
Mike Cierpiot—R -Dist 8
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 422
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-1464
Barbara Washington—D -Dist 9
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 425
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-3158
John Rizzo—D—Dist 11
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 333
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-4551
Dan Hegeman—R -Dist 12
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 332
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751– 1415
Lauren Arthur—D - Dist 17
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 427
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-5282

Denny Hoskins-R—Dist 21
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 423
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-7381

Brenda Shields—R -Dist. 11
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 407A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3643

Ingrid Burnett—D Dist 19
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 105A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3310

Chris Sander - R Dist 33
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 118A2
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-9766

Brad Pollitt— R - Dist 52
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 233A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-9774

Rick Bratton—R—Dist 31
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 331
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-2108

Josh Hulbert—R _Dist 12
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 1156-2
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-9760

Bill Kidd—R Dist 20
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 403-B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3674

Rick Roeber-R-Dist 34
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 407C
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1456

Terry Thompson - R Dist 53
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 406A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1462

Tony Luektemeyer—R—Dist 34
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 429
Jefferson City, Misouri 65101
(573) 751-2183

Sean Pouche—R— Dist 13
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 115A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-6593

Robert Sauls—D Dist. 21
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 101D
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-5701

Keri Ingle - D Dist 35
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 109E
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1459

Dan Houx - R - Dist 54
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 413B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3580

Missouri House

Ashley Aune—D— Dist 14
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 109E
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3618

Jonathan Patterson—R Dist 30
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 305A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-0907

Doug Richey - R Dist 38
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 207B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-2238

Mike Haffner— R - Dist 55
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 1233B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3783

Maggie Nurenburn— D - Dist 15
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 101F
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-4787

Dan Stacy - R - Dist 31
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 411 B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-8636

Peggy McGaugh - R -Dist 39
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 411-2
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1468

Michael Davis - R - Dist 56
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 116-3
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-2175

Mark Ellebracht - D Dist 17
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 135-BA
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1218

Jeff Coleman— R Dist 32
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 114B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-1487

Gregory Curtis - R Dist 51
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 115D
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-2204

Rodger Reedy - R - Dist 57
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 405B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3971

Randy Railsback—R—Dist 8
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 201A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-0246
Dean Van Schoiack—R—Dist. 9
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 201G
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-3666
Bill Faulkner—R—Dist 10
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 201A
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-9755

Wes Rogers - D Dist 18
201 West Capitol Ave Rm. 105B
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-2199

WEB ADDRESSES - Get educated!
Gun Owners of America
www.gunowners.org
703-321-8585

Gateway Civil Liberties Alliance
http://www.gclastl.org/
866 385-GUNS (4867)

Women Against Gun Control
www.wagc.com
801-328-9660

Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership
www.JPFO.org
262- 673-9745

Missouri Sport Shooting Association
www.missourisportshooting.org/

NewsMax.com
www.newsmax.com

The National Rifle Association
www.nra.org
800-672-3888

Western Missouri Shooters Alliance
www.wmsa.net

The Second Amendment Foundation
www.saf.org
425- 454-7012

Missouri Carry
Online Forum
www.missouricarry.com
Arming Women Against Rape and Endangerment
www.aware.org
877-672-9273

The Washington Times
www.washtimes.com
The London Telegraph
www.telegraph.co.uk

The Drudge Report
www.drudgereport.com

